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MPP Lisa MacLeod – Candidate Questionnaire - North American 
Platform against Wind Power, Toronto Wind Action, Ontario Wind 
Action, Great Lakes Wind Truth and Ontario Regional Wind Turbine 
Working Group 
 
Due: Tuesday, January 27, 2015 
 
1. How have you personally responded to the suffering and losses 
of victims of wind in Ontario? 

 
I have been the most vocal opponent of the Green Energy Act since its 
inception in 2009/2010. I believe the Green Energy Act needs to be 
abolished, locally based decision making needs to be restored to 
municipalities and the province needs to end expensive subsidies for 
wind and solar. I also believe that no further wind turbines should be 
erected before a provincial study on health and environmental impacts 
is completed by the Province of Ontario. As Leader of the Ontario PC 
Party I would work with municipalities and Wind Concerns Ontario to 
limit the future impact of already existing wind turbines. 
 
I have worked diligently for years to steer the policy direction 
of industrial wind turbines in the right direction.  As the former energy 
critic for the PC Party of Ontario, I have continued to stand up for the 
need to restore locally-based decision making, and I have called for a 
moratorium on new developments until the province assesses health 
and environmental impacts of wind turbine developments.   I have 
also advocated for the elimination of the Feed-in Tariff (FIT) program 
that offered price incentives to encourage the development of 
renewable energy projects in Ontario.  
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In June of 2012, I made a joint announcement with the federal 
Member of Parliament for Nepean-Carleton Pierre Poilievre, available 
at http://pierremp.ca/poilievre-macleod-call-for-a-moratorium-on-
north-gower-industrial-wind-turbines.  We called for a specific 
moratorium on the proposed North Gower wind turbine project in my 
riding of Nepean-Carleton.  
  
My effectiveness in working with other levels of government is one of 
the many reasons Ontarians need to come back home to the PC Party, 
and help me become the next Premier of our great province.   

 
2. Please provide a brief assessment of what you feel is happening 
to the environment of Ontario with the onslaught of industrial wind 
(water, air, wildlife, land). 
 
The Green Energy Act has increased hydro rates; has been harmful to 
wildlife, animals as well as birds; and, according to the Auditor 
General, has lost us jobs. There is no question, that the potential 
impact of wind turbines on the environment, the landscape and 
people's health needs more attention. In the interim, it would be 
prudent to ensure that there is a moratorium placed on any future 
wind developments until there are proper environmental and health 
effect studies assessed. 

 
What is your understanding of the costs of wind and solar subsidies 
and subsequent job losses, to the economy of Ontario? 
 

http://pierremp.ca/poilievre-macleod-call-for-a-moratorium-on-north-gower-industrial-wind-turbines
http://pierremp.ca/poilievre-macleod-call-for-a-moratorium-on-north-gower-industrial-wind-turbines
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The Green Energy Act has cost this province billions of dollars for 
energy we don't need, at a price we simply can't afford. The 
government promised 50,000 new jobs in turn for the massive $4-
billion annual subsidies to wind and solar. Instead, the Liberals 
stripped away locally based decision-making. The jobs never 
materialized, but skyrocketing hydro rates have. The Auditor General 
went so far as to say that for every job created by the Green Energy 
Act, four were lost here in Ontario. 
 
If elected leader of the PC party, with which independent experts 
on energy and economy do you feel it would be useful to engage 
and consult? Why? 
 
Decisions should be made at the local level, where the impacts are 
best understood, following objective, expert impact studies related to 
health and environmental impacts.  In June of 2012 I made a joint 
announcement with the federal Member of Parliament for Nepean-
Carleton Pierre Poilievre, where we called for a specific moratorium on 
proposed North Gower wind turbines pending the results of a research 
study to determine the relationship between noise pollution from 
industrial wind turbines (IWTs) and the possible health implications for 
those living nearby. 
My effectiveness in working with other levels of government is one of 
the many reasons Ontarians need to come back home to the PC Party, 
and help me become the next Premier of our great province.   
 
What is your plan for the Green Energy and Economy Act of 2009? 
Would you reform or repeal it? 
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We need to make life more affordable for seniors, those on a fixed 
income, mums and dads, small business owners and manufacturers 
across the province. I believe that the cornerstone of making life more 
affordable for Ontarians is to ensure that they have affordable energy 
prices, and in order to do that, you have to get rid of the Green Energy 
Act.  

 
I would also end the FIT program. We need to make sure that people 
pay for power at the appropriate rate. No more subsidies for wind and 
solar.  

 
Instead, we need to make sensible trade arrangements with 
neighbouring jurisdictions. If we can get cheaper power from 
Manitoba or Quebec, or we can export without a loss, we should re-
visit those options.  We should also explore more affordable and clean 
energy options like nuclear, gas, hydroelectric; not expensive wind 
turbines at the expense of freedom in the rural areas of this province. 

 
Finally, I would restore locally based decision-making and ensure that 
there was a moratorium placed on any future wind developments until 
there are proper environmental and health effect studies assessed. 

 
What general statement can you offer in particular about wind 
power in the province and how you will mitigate the effects? 
(Restitution for victims, terminating debts, dismantling turbines) 

 
The negative impacts of wind turbines are splitting communities and 
costing the provincial treasury. As the leader of the PC party of Ontario, 
I would bridge those divides and ease those concerns. 
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I look at my constituents in North Gower. They've been fighting the 
invasion of a wind turbine development for years now. I promise them 
each and every time we meet that I will continue to stand up for them 
and I will continue to oppose the development for three reasons.  

 
First, they should have local say on whether or not that wind turbine 
development goes into their community. That is something that the 
Liberal government has taken away – local decision making on these 
types of projects.  

 
Secondly, we know that the costs of these wind turbines are costing all 
of us, whether it's in our own community or our local business or it's in 
our own home. It is simply unaffordable.  

 
Finally, I think it needs to be said that only about 20% of the wind 
turbine development actually give us energy, and I think that isn’t 
prudent to put all our eggs in that one basket. 

 
So to the folks of North Gower and across the province, I want them to 
know that I'll continue to stand up for them. 

 
7. There is underway a general global re-evalution of “renewable” 
energy policies. Are you aware of the turnaround of so called 
“green” policies, mandated targets, that have caused economic 
hardship, even ruin, and joblessness. Are you aware of various 
countries withdrawing subsidies and re-writing the rules with 
respect to “mandates” renewables?  
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The Green Energy Act is bankrupting this province. It is causing us to 
lose jobs. The World Trade Organization agrees; they say it's a dud. It 
is no secret that The Green Energy Act has been disastrous for rural 
Ontario, and devastating for anybody paying a hydro bill in Ontario 
today. 
 
The debate is not about wind power as an important component of 
Ontario's energy planning. There's no argument that Ontario must 
continue to diversify and investigate ways of shifting to clean and 
renewable power, because we know we need to act to protect the 
environment and, yes, we need to act to reduce our energy 
consumption and find greener ways to produce power. This debate is 
about forcing rural communities across Ontario to accept made-in-
Toronto solutions to problems in our bigger cities. 

 
What is the nearest Industrial Wind Factory, or electrical substation, 
to your own home and cottage? 
 
The residents in my riding of Nepean-Carleton have been left with little 
opportunity to have their say on a wind farm that this Liberal 
government is forcing on our small community of North Gower. It's yet 
another example of how this Liberal government consults with few 
while implementing legislation which could have such a far-reaching 
impact on the health and well-being of our citizens. It's yet another 
example of how, after six years in power, the Liberals are so focused 
forgotten about protecting Ontarians. 

 
It's time to hit the rethink button. I think there should be less 
government in the energy sector, not more. I think we have to figure 



 

P
ag

e7
 

out a way to have lower hydro rates, not higher hydro rates. I think we 
have to find a way for more reliable sources of power, not less reliable 
sources of power, like wind and solar, that we're heavily subsidizing. 
 
This is why the next leader of the Ontario Progressive Conservative 
Party must be a champion for all Ontarians. That work starts now. Let’s 
embrace the challenge and deliver for Ontarians. I invite you to Come 
Back Home and support my bid to be the next leader of the Ontario 
Progressive Conservative Party. 

Queens Park:  

 
 
 
Room 451, Main Legislative Building, Queen's Park 
Toronto, Ontario M7A 1A8  

Tel  416-325-6351  
Fax  416-325-6364  

Constituency   

Unit 10 
 
3500 Fallowfield Road 
Nepean, Ontario K2J 4A7  

Tel  613-823-2116  
Fax  613-823-8284  
 


